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Letter from Pastor Brandon Hendricks

Greetings Gray Rock Church Family,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ as we enter the sacred season of Lent!

Lent is often misunderstood as a season of restriction, but in truth it is a season of renewal—an invitation
from God to return, to realign, and to be restored. Repentance is not meant to be a burden placed on the
believer; it is a gift given to the believer. It is the doorway through which God leads us out of what is
deadening and into what is life-giving. Lent gives us space to slow down, examine our hearts, and let the
Lord do deep work within us—not for the sake of guilt, but for the sake of transformation.

Moreover, Lent is preparing us spiritually for next month’s Holy Week Revival, the most important week of
the year. Holy Week is not simply a remembrance of events in history—it is the Church entering, once
again, into the living mystery of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection. The weeks leading up to it shape
our hearts to receive. The more we press into repentance now, the more clearly we behold the glory of
what God is about to do in April.

During Holy Week Revival, we will gather to observe Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Silent Saturday,
leading into the joy of Easter Sunday. Maundy Thursday draws us into the upper room where Jesus humbly
served His disciples and gave us the command to love one another. It is a night that confronts pride and
calls us back to the posture of Christ—servanthood, humility, and covenant love.

But it is Good Friday that stands at the center of the week with holy gravity. It is the day the world calls
“good” not because it was pleasant, but because it was necessary. On Good Friday we confront the reality
that our salvation was not cheap. The cross is the revelation of both the seriousness of sin and the
magnitude of God'’s love. It is the moment where justice and mercy meet—where the Son of God bears
what we could not bear, and purchases what we could never earn. Good Friday reminds us of the power of
Easter morning, which only shines as brightly as the darkness we are willing to acknowledge at the cross.

Then comes Silent Saturday—the day of waiting, the space between promise and fulfillment. It teaches us
how to trust God when heaven feels quiet. It forms in us a mature faith, one that clings to the Lord not only
when the victory is visible, but when the outcome still feels hidden.

All of this is what Lent is preparing us for. Repentance clears the clutter from our hearts so that we can
behold Christ more clearly. Confession softens us. Prayer recalibrates us. Fasting reminds us that our
deepest hunger is not for the things of this world, but for God Himself. And when Holy Week arrives, we will
not be walking into it unprepared or distracted—we will be spiritually positioned to receive it with reverence,
gratitude, and renewal.

As Scripture teaches, “Return to me with all your heart” (Joel 2:12). That is the invitation of Lent: not
obligation, but opportunity. Not pressure, but grace. Not fear, but freedom.

May this March be a month where we press in. Let us repent with hope, pray with expectancy, and prepare
our hearts for the most important week of the year, where we will remember anew the cross that saved us
and the resurrection that gives us life.

Blessings and peace,
Pastor Brandon Hendricks




WHAT'’S THE SCHEDULE 7?7?72

NURSERY & CHILDREN’S DEVOTION SANCTUARY CLEANING
CHURCH

MARCH 2026 MARCH 2026 CLEANING 2026
DAWNEE, KELLY, ADDISON 1 JARVIS NEWTON JAN - Ollie
MELINDA, PAM, CINDY 8 PAT NEWTON FEB - Ollie
STACY, ASHLEY, ABBY 15 JOHN PREDDY MAR - Eleanor
ELEANOR, TERA, SARAH 22 RILEY NEWTON APR - Betty & Joe
SONDRA, BETTY, SYDNEY 29 CINDY NEWTON MAY - Ruby

JUN - Kim & Cindy
APRIL 2026 APRIL 2026 JUL -

OLLIE, ELIZABETH, LILY 5 JODY HICKS AUG -
DAWNEE, KELLY, ADDISON 12 STACY HOCKADAY SEPT - Melissa

MELINDA, PAM, CINDY 19 SYDNEY HOCKADAY OCT - Melinda & Kyle
STACY, ASHLEY, ABBY 26 TERAAUTRY NOV - Pam

DEC - Melissa

MARCH CHOIR PRACTICE DIRECTORY

2 - MONDAY - 7:00pm *** Are you new to the church or has your contact information
11 - WEDNESDAY - 7:00pm changed? To stay informed about church news, please provide your
16 - MONDAY - 7:00pm name, address, email and phone number for the church directory.
26 - THURSDAY - 7:00pm You do not have to be a member.
Contact: sheliabragg9@gmail.com or text (919) 691 - 1031

Pictured Left
Our February
senior luncheon

Pictured Right
The ladies group

out for dinner

Food and
Fellowship !



mailto:sheliabragg9@gmail.com

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

Koinonia | every Tues. | 12:30 @ Fellowship Hall - 7:00 pm @ Hockaday’s
Nursing Home Choir | every Tues. | 10:30 am
Children’s Ministry Event | Sun, Mar. 1st | Noon
Church Breakfast | Sun, Mar. 1st | 10:00 am
Iron Sharpens Iron Recovery | Wed, Mar. 4th | 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall
Men’s Fellowship Event | Mon, Mar. 9th | 7:00 pm
Women'’s Easter / Spring Cookie Exchange | Thur, Mar. 12th | 7:00 pm
Stew Fundraiser | Sat, Mar. 21st | @ Granville Shrine Club
Children’s Ministry Event | Sun, Mar. 1st | following church
HOLY WEEK REVIVAL | Thursday April 2nd thru Saturday, April 4th

MYF News Pre-Concert Smiles

During February the snow halted some of our plans but we still
enjoyed a Super Bowl party on Feb. 8th and a Christian movie
together on Feb. 22nd. We also went to the Winterjam concert in
Raleigh on Feb. 27th. Looking ahead - Save the date for Youth
Sunday on April 19th.

Our March plans:
March 1st - No mtg. ( Winterjam was Feb. 27 )
March 8th - ACIM 6:30pm
March 15th - 6:30pm Hockaday house
March 22nd - 6:30pm Hockaday house
March 29th - help with Easter Egg Hunt after church, at Joe and Betty's house

Mission Team News: Summer Mission Trip - July 12th - 18th to western NC
Mission Team Meeting - March 8th, after church

If anyone is interested in learning more about the mission team, plans for next summer or just helping
with mission trip fundraisers, please contact Stacy@ (919) 691-4703, for more details.

Fundraiser Updates : The February 7th CCM sale raised $1463.49. We are very appreciative to
CCM for allowing us to have this super opportunity. The Boston Butt fundraiser raised $1638.35. BIG
thanks to Greg Shaeffer for leading us in our Boston Butt sale. Thank you to everyone who came out
and shopped at CCM and to all the folks who purchased pork and worked hard to make these
fundraisers a success!

Spring (March) Mission Trip : Preachee is also leading a SPRING mission trip on March 22-28th
to Western NC and we have a few members attending. If anyone else is interested in going on the
March mission trip, Please contact Pam at (336)504-9667.



FOOD MINISTRIES_: Gray Rock participates in two on-going food ministries. Please give where

ACIM - Don't forget ACIM always needs our monthly food donations! Please place food
donations in the basket in the fellowship hall. Our youth group volunteers monthly at ACIM restocking
shelves and preparing food boxes - anyone is welcome to volunteer with us, not just youth.

We volunteer on the 2nd Sunday of each month. This month we are volunteering on Mar. 8th at
6:30pm. Thanks for your support of ACIM!!

BackpackBuddies - These food donations help kids at Wilton Elementary School, who may not have
enough to eat. Please place donations in the fellowship hall. Items needed include: granola bars,
cereal bars, fruit gummy snacks, trail mix, mac and cheese cups, oatmeal and Ramen noodle packs.
Items in quantities of 24 are very appreciated. We will collect items thru May and then pause for the
school summer break. Many, many thanks to the dedicated people who support our community!!

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR :

Sheila Bragg, Crystal Salter & family, Renee Gooch, Ken Sutton, Caroline’s grandfather, Evan
Valentine, Isaiah Mixtega, Elijah Stewart & family, 1SG Boucher, Megan Bunn, Barbara Wilson, Phyllis
Wilbur, Judy Carter, Davis family, Judy’s son, Cindy’s friend, Sarah Shed, Blackwell family, Boone
family, Curtis Franklin & family, Elizabeth Richardson & family, MacArthur Park Lutheran Church, Kent
& Lorelei Henrickson, Isabelle Jones, Autumn Adcock, Tommy Longmire, Tyson Ward, Abby Shaeffer,
Eudy family, Kenny Wilson, Rachel Jones, Joe’s cousin, Cash family, those impacted by Stovall
situation, Eva Patterson’s family, Cody Kitchen’s family, Priode family, Mike & Evelyn Hicks, Joe’s friend
Mike, Theo Isoz, Pam’s Kimberly, Ruby’s sisters, Pat Thrower, family of Tom Husketh, Caleb Stroub &
accident’s family, family of Betsy Evos, family of Ruby’s friend, family of Jim Dickie, Eva West, Ruby
Royster, Fran & Alan Strickland, family of Keith, Baby Elijah, Kathy’s friend, Kenny Wilson, O’Connell
family, John Steven, Mr. Jay, Doug Harris, Wendy Fonvielle, Christians & children in Africa, Crystal
Salter’s parents, Wade’s mom, Linda Croom, Whittaker Hicks, family of Ruby’s nephew, Kristin & Evan
Schmitt, Lola Kirschner, Jacob Schweitzer, Autumn’s friend Isabelle, Mark’s mom, victims & driver from
major car accident, Landon’s injury, Rev. Jacob Green, and Jackson Isoz.

Pictured Left:
Greg Schaefer, our
lead Chef at the
Boston Butt
fundraiser.

Pictured Right:
4:00am came awful

early by 3:00pm for some of the faithful
volunteers. Thank you to the MANY volunteers
who helped make the event successful and fun! Pictured Above:

DELICIOUSNESS!



UPCOMING EVENTS AT A GLANCE :

March 12 - Cookie Exchange - 7:00 pm

All our ladies are invited to a themed Easter/Spring Cookie Exchange on
Thursday, March 12 at 7:00pm, sponsored by the Gray Rock women’s group.
Please contact Melinda @ (919) 691-3895 for details if you are interested in
participating. At this meeting we will also be stuffing Easter eggs for the
children’s Easter egg hunt and filling goodie bags for the residents at Brentwood
nursing home. Please come out and join us for good
cookies, fun and fellowship!

March 21 - Stew Fundraiser

A Brunswick Stew will be cooked, packaged and delivered on March 21st
at the Granville Shrine Club. The proceeds will be used to help pay for much
needed parsonage repairs and renovations. We need everyone’s help to
make it a success! Please sign up to help with the stew.

March 29th - Community Easter Egg Hunt - 1:30 pm
The annual Easter Egg Hunt, at Joe and Betty’s house, will be held Sunday,

March 29. There are also lots of snacks on hand for hungry hunters and their
handlers. Bring a friend and the family to enjoy the hunt and make some good
memories!!

APRIL

HOLY WEEK REVIVAL
Thurs. April 2 - Sat. April 4

Save the date !!!!

MAY

Saturday. May 2. 2026 -

Rise Against Hunger Fundraiser

We are hosting a meal packaging event. In assembly line fashion
volunteers combine rice, soy, dehydrated vegetables and a packet of 18
vitamins and minerals into life-changing meal packages. These meals
will be sent to "last mile villages" in foreign countries to feed the hungry.

This is going to be a super fun event as we pack food kits, have a
quick meal afterwards and pray over the packages before they are
transported. | encourage you all to click the link to register and make a
donation, IF YOU FEEL LED. Please invite your family and friends. Make
sure to sign them up so there is enough room for everyone.

https://riseagainsthunger.org/register/?id=701Pjo00000sz2FVIAY



https://riseagainsthunger.org/register/?id=701Pj00000sz2FVIAY

LUNCH AND CRAFTS IN THE
FELLOWSHIP HALL AFTER SERVICE
FOLLOWED BY AN EGG HUNT

~\q\/",

Z00S
March 29" 2026

1:30 @ Mrs. Betty's




Above - Tracy and Greg supervising the event!

Top Left - Our kids gave a lovely performance at
the February luncheon. Dinner and a show!

Left - Some of our outstanding cooks, Stacy,
Ollie and Pam at the luncheon. Thank you to all
who provided the food!!!!

Parsonage Update:
This past month LVP flooring was installed

and carpet was laid Saturday, February 28 !!!
The LVP flooring installation was lead by Greg
Schaffer and Jared Hicks.

Jody and Pam Hicks, Ruby Hesler, Ollie Harris,
Tyson Bragg, Jason and Stacy Hockaday and
Kyle Hicks provided much of the labor as well.
Outstanding job and big thanks to all involved!!!!

Also this past month, new parsonage
windows were installed, and bathroom
vanities and cabinets were replaced.
The front door had a large crack in it and
was replaced as well.

The mold remediation was completed
and final testing for mold is Monday,
March 2.
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